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UNION DAY

In a PRAVDA erticls of 30 Lecember, excerpts of which were brosdcast from Moscow
on the same day, Poslkrebyshev refsrs tc the USSE as a2 "voluntary" association of
states whose soversignty and equal rights are guaranteed by the Stalin Constitution.
The USSR, he says, 18 a union of states but also of pecples, and in this respect
it 18 redically different from other associationg which sre msrely agreements
entered into by gevernment irreapective of the people's desires (pomimo zhelania
narodov). Among the oxamples cited are the British Commonwealth of Nations which
is mersly a "cover name" for the British colonial empire, the federative system
of the American states which facilitates "the physical extermination" of the
Regro and Indian minorities =nd the French Union which has produced unhesrd-of
bestialities in Tunis end Morocco and the present "dirty war" (gryazneya voyna)
in Indo~China.

During the pericd between 1922 and 1936 which marked the first stage of develop-
ment of the multinatiensl state, Poskrebyshev reveals, the Party was confrorted
with the difficult task of "eliminating” the friction among the different
nationalities. The tendency the Bolshevlk regime fell helr to was toward nationsl
segregation on the part of the non-Russian peoples. The Great Russisns, on the
other hand, maintained a supereilious attitude toward their "foreign" countrymen
and even held them in contempt: "... digtrust of the Great Russian people had

not yet disappeared, and centrifugal forces continued to operate" (... ostatki
nedoveria k velikorossam eshche ne ischezll, a taentrobezhnie sily vae eshehe
prodolzhali deistvovat). Declaring that all that is now a matter of history and
thet 811 the Soviet psoples are equal, Poskrebyshev does not miss the opportunity
to drive home the point that the attainment of national equality, among many other
revolutionary achievements, was carried out by the Great Russisn people through
the medium of the Communist Party. The first among equals (pervie sredi ravnykh),
the Great Russian people alome, it is implied, are responsidle for the ultimate
success of Stalin’s nationality policy, and the best the other nations can do is
bask in the Muscovites' glory. {Thet the Ulrainians are very conscious of this
line has been manifested on several previous occagions. The standard refersnce

t0 Russo-Ukrainisn "frisendship" frequently contained in RADYANSKA UKRAINA as
quoted slsewhere in this report and in officisl apeeches is that the Ukrainiss
ngtion "prides itself" on the fact that it wes the firat to Join the Grest Russians
af'ter the latter overthrew the czarist regime and made the advent of Bolshevism
possible. It is possible that such professions of comparative inferiority sare

net prempted by honest convietion. The uniformity and the stersotiyped phraseology
employed to express the fewning adulation of the Gresi Russisne suggest that the
"Party lime" has & great deal to do with 1t.) The Soviet Union es now conatituted,
aceording to the author, is a fenmily of natione held together by a gingle powerful
cetalyst which 1s the Great Russian nation:

The Great Russian peopls, the first smong CPYRGHT

equal Soviet peoples as the most outstanding
netion among all the nations comprising the
Soviet Union, 1s the cementing force which
binds the peoples in friendship.

Russien text:

Velikiy russkiy narod, perviy credi ravaykh
sovetekikh naredov, kak naiholeye vydeyushchayasya
natsia scredi vsekh natsiy, vkhodyashehikh v
Sovetskiy Soyuz, yavlyaetsya toy tsementiruyushehel
giloy, kotorays skreplyset druszhbu nerodov.

As a sovereign gtate, each Soviet republic 1s said to "enjoy extensive rights"
{obladayet shirokimi pravami) in the sphers of foreign affairs. Pogkrebyshev
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provides ne inkling as to the nature of those "rights" gince any mention of, say,
the Ukraine's ang Belorussiau's "rights" in the United Nations, would not make
good propagands in the Baitic States;, Kaszakhatan or elsewhers.,

Writing on the same subject in IZVESTIA (30 December), Gorkin is somewhat more
moderate in his reference to the Great Russian pecple. It was their unstinted
kelp, he says, that enabled the backward non-Russiang to catch up with (dognat)
the advanced ceniral Russian State.,

RADYANSKA UKRAINA (31 December) roviews Ukrainian achievements under the multi-
national setup for the pazt 30 years and stresses the fact that 1t owes its very
exiztence %o that gystem-—gnd the Great Russian pecple, the wainstay of the
fraternal fanily of naticns., Tha Jkrainian republic, the peper doclares, could not
have been saved from irperialist invaeion had it not been a component and insepar-
able part of ths Soviet Union end #o close to the Ruasiana:

CPYRGHT

It is the great fortune of the Ukrainian
Pecple that they were the firat to follow
their eglder brothers, the (reat Russian
pecple, and to take the Soviet path of
developmsnt. It is a point of national
pride of the Ukrainian people ....

Ukreinian version:

Velyke schastya ukrainskogo narodu v tomu,
sheho vin pershiy slidom za avoim starshym
bratom, roseiyskim narodom, stav na radyanskiy
shlyakh rozvytku. Toy fakt ye predmetom
natsionalnoy gordosti ukrainskogo narodu ....

inside Ukraine: Ideological & Political Soft Spots: Evidence of ideclogtcal slmck-
ness in the Ukraine has besn noted in scattered reglonsl references 0 the subieet
for some time. The first indication appeared in en unsigned PRAVDA article on

28 Dacember stating that serious shortcomings had besen unearthed in practically
sverything from "undialectical” university instruction to illegal machinations in
the retail trade outlets. On 3 January Kiev brosdcast a lengthy decision of the
Centrel Committee of the Ukrainian Communist Party, based on s report by Melnikov
which had not bsen broadcast, "on measures for improvement of ideological work in
the Ukreinian Party Organization.” The greater part of the decision deals with the
unhealthy ideclogical climate produced by the Party's "continuous under-estimation
of -the value of idsological work" snd political lightheartedness in general. The
Central Committee points out that the 19th Party Comgress materials as well as
Stelin's speech and his article on economic problems of Socialism in the USSR are
not sufficiently popularized among the masses, and tha result is thet "large
segments of the population” are not familiar with them. Nor is the "leading role”
of the Communiet Party in the 1ife of the country emphasized strongly enough,

it is diselosed: CPYRGHT

The same applies to the problem of ... invio-
lability of the Lenin-Stzlin friendship of
nations in our country and to the leading role
of the Great Russian nation in the fraternal
family of natioms in the USSH.

Ukrainian version:

'se samo vydnosyisya 1 do problem ... nerushimoy
Leninskoy-Stalingkoy druzhby narodiv v nashiy
kraini, providnoi roly velykogo rossiyskogo
1arodu v braterskiy siwii marediv Scyuzm RSR,

UNCTAR ' FIRD
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The Party's supervision of the daily and periodical bress, according to the
decision, is on the whole "bed," and thae general ideclogical level of thess
publications is "low." Many of the newspapers, it 1s claimed, "do not contain
anything new and enlightening” and their language is "incomprehensible and
unpopular.” Among the publicstions 80 criticized are PRAVDA UKRAINY, SOVETSKAYA
UKRAINA, RADYANSKA OSVITA (a teachers® Journal), DNIPRO, ZHOVTEN and others. There
hag been 1ittle in these papers about "Marxist Aesthetics" and "soeialist realism"
or indeed about anything affscting the problems of social and political life. )
These shortcomings are ssid to be further sggravated by the failure of the preas
to "expose" the hestile ldeclogy of the Ukrainian bourgaois-nationalists, on the
one hard, and to harp on the superiority of the socialist gystem over that of
capitaiism, on the other. There hiss been very little emphasis on "American
impecialion ag a ... strangler of the freedom of nations.” Taken to task also for
"errors and perversions of an objestivist ‘and bourgeoiz-nationalist nature is the
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, the institutes of econcmics, history, linguistics,
philogophy and litersture as woll as "many departments" of social sciences and
higher wducstional establishments,

Tighter control of the press end intensified vigilance egainst any manifeststion
of & Nostils ideology head the list of the 18 remedial measures offered by the
Centrsl Committes %o bridge the ideological gaps in the Republic's 1ife. Point
four of the dscision refers to the "completely intolerable" political situastion
in the Western provinces of the Ukraine, and says that the Central Committes herehy
"orders the Party organs to decisively end this abnormsl situation." Party
Propagandiste, its pointed out, have not been sufficiently aggressive in apreading
Marxist dogma among the people: ideoclogical work must be "offensive and belli-
gerent” and concentrate on the main target of attack, the agents of the Ukrainian
bourgeoss-nationalists, Party Committees, Communist and other officials are
frequently taken to task for the failure to "uncover snd expose” the bourgeois-
neationalist Ukrainians who are invariably branded as the "bitterest enemies”
(reyluteishi vorogi) of the Ukraine.

The Russo-~Ukrainian thems is discussed, in context of linguistic simiiarity and
closeness, in an articie by Lukyanenko carried by RADYANSKA UKRAINA on

27 December but not broadeast. Critieizing a recently published book on "Russian-
Ukrainisn Parallels” (rosiysko-ukrainsky paraleli) by Cherednichenko, the author
warns against under-egtimating the precious similarity between the two languages

and makes the remscrk that the tendency of the book is to emphasize +the CPYRGHT

dissimilarity wherevar posaible. Cherednichenko, 1t ig claimad, shows a preference
for the type of Ukrgiaian expressions that cannct be easily undersiood by Bussians:

Wherever two Ukrainian variants ere poassible,

only one is indicated, end the other which is no
lese legitimate but also coincides with the Russian
ig not given.

Dkrainian text:

Tam; de v ukrainskiy movi mozhlyvi va varienty,
vkazuyetsya tilky odyn, a drugliy, ne mensh
zakomnly, ale vidomiy i v rossiyskoi movi, ne
podayetsys.

This tendency, says Lukyanenko, reveals a "fear or clogeness" (strskh pered
bBlyzkistyu), e fear induced by bourgecis nationalism, which should be liquidated
without delay. A thorough rewriting of the book, which was published as a language
gtudy aild, is suggested as a preliminary step to that end.

UNCLivis "+ BD

Approved For Release 2002/06/28 : CIA-RDP78-04864A000300040022-0



Approved For Release 2002/06/28 : CIA-RDP78-04864A000300040022-0 STATINTL

UNCLASSIFIED

-5

Fazakh Party Affeirs: Insincerity Toward Party & State: Disparaging comment on
political affairs in the Kazakh SSE is contained in a long PRAVDA article

{25 Decembsr) by the Republic's Farty boss Shayakhmetov. One of the most common
formg of violation of Party and Stste discipline, he says, is concealing or
smbellishing the true state of affairs in industry, agriculture or within the Party
itaelf. These are not isolated instances, it ig admitted, since available
svidence points to dishonesty on every level of the Party hlerarchy "beginning
with the Ceniral Party Committee and erding with the primary organizstions"
(nachinaya s TsKKP Kuzakhatana 1 konchaya pervichnymi organizetsiemi). Referring
to what might be consirued as "empire building” within Pariy and economic organiza-
tion, Shayakhkmotov inveighs sgainet the "lords™ (velmozhi) who will do anything

%o keop their "preserves” (votchiny) in tact. Some of the devious methods these
offislale are sald to be exploying to keep the Party and the Covernment from knowing
what 18 golng on are figtiticus production reports, inflated requisiticns for
governnent suppliss, and the formatien of tight "family cliques” to facilitate

guch 1llegal aativitiss and leave the culprite unpunished: '"Under such circumstances
even konest officials becoms corrupted" (v takikh sluchsyakh dazhe khoroshie
raboinikl nachineyut portitsya). In agriculture, for example, the practice of
fulfiiling the plen on paper "is faily popular" (resprostranenc dovoluo shirocko).
In industry, complicity beiween management and Party officisls makes large-scale
squendsring of vaw materials possible, and the "honest chatierboxes" (chestnie
boltuny) within the Party--who never mesn what they say--are responsible for the
"morbid manifestations” (boleznennie yavlenie) in thet organization.

i . ! K¢ Criticism of the former chief editor of
BOISBEVIK Fedoseyuv ie eontained in & PRAVDA article of 24 December over the
signaturs of Presidium member Suslov. Referring to the two articles Fedoaseyev had
published in IZVESTIA on 12 and 21 December commenting on Stalin's latest work,
Suslov declares that it is not what the suthor said but what he failed to say that
makes his sincerity doubiful. He notes that although Fedoseysv had been removed
from his BOLSHEVIK post three years earlier for unorthodox views, thsre was no
"rea culpe” in his ctherwise satisfactory articles. It 1s all very well for
Fedoseyev to admit that until recently "an erroneous and un~-Msrxian conceptiom”
(nepravilros, nemarksistekoye predstavlienie) was popular smong ceriain philosophars
and econnmisis-~-that i8 an honest appraisel of the situation. Suslov asks why he
omitted any mention of his own political sins which have been public knowledge
for several years. He had the opportunity to do so when writing for IZVESTIA, and
his fallure to take adventage of it, according to Suslov, raises some doubte about
hisz present professions of Stalinist orthodoxy. Fedoseyev "had sinmed not a little”
{ne walo pogreshil) sgainat the Party while editor-in-chief of its theoretical
Journal, and his affinity for Voznesensky and his heretic views as expressed in
his book "USSR's Weirtime Economy During the Patriotic War"™ are lmown only too
wall,

Revealed in this connection is an hitherto unpublished Central Committee decision
of 13 July 1949, dismisaing Fedoseyev and the entire editorial college of
BOLSHEVIK for their un-Marxist views" and replacing them by an entirely new seti
of pecple. WHevenled also is the hitherto unknown fact that the msgazines
VOPROSY EXONOMIKY (Problems of Econcmy) and PLANOVOYE KHOZAISTVO (planned
eocnmousy ), Just Like BOLSHEVIK, "played an unenviable part" (sygrali nezavidnuyu
20l) in the dissemination of alien subjectivist concepis on questions of political
sconnay under Socialism, but nmo reference is mede to the irsatment of their case.
The abovo-menticnad desision, incidentally, elac mentions Shepilov, former head
of the Aglitation and Propaganda Department and now PRAVDA's editor-in-chief,

48 baving "committed a crude error" (sovershil grubuyu oshibku) by recommending
Yoznosensky's book ss a textbook for Party secretsries and propegandists.
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Fedoseyev's IZVESTIA srticles, Suslov continues, would have been more valuable
had they contained the required doss of the author's self-criticism. But that was
conspicuously missing and the reader "has a right" therefore to wonder whether
what he sald hed been prompted Ly an immer comviction or was merely a formal

. approach to the correct Marxist theses. One can't help wondering "whether the
author isn't being clever?” (ne khitrit 1i avtor?).

The official ettitude ioward actual or potentisl repentants may be imferred from
PRAVDA's editorial of 5 January dealing with Party and other sinners who are
called to account for their misdeeds. Citing a few specific instances of Party
and State diseipline violation, the paper says that too many offenders show an
eagsrneas to confese, and promise to do better next time, and too many Party
orgenizations let them get away with it. The Party, 1t is suggested, must fight
them, not get into endlssa arguments with them or make ineffective decisions.
Punishment, according to the paper, is a preferable methcd of dealing wiih offend-
ing bureaucrata and discipline viclators.

Among the other topics discussed during the period under review are the selsctlon
of wroug people 4o leading positions and the genersl "low level" of lecture
propaganda. Following ere exirects from some of them in chronological order:

25 December~-It appears that discipline is lmecking even among the Xomsomol "aktiv.'
There is no deep sense of responsibility ... not infrequently unreliabls
individuals are placed in leading Komsomol posts (MOLOT);

26 December--As a result of poor study of persommel ... hostile elements find
their way into the Party ranks (CHERVONY PRAPOR);

27 December--The oblast publishing house is not siriving to maintain a high level
of publication, it sometimes publishes booke without the knowledge of the suthors
(S’I‘ALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA);

3 Jenuary-~The ideclogical lsvel of the lectures delivered by the Socisty (for the
propagation of political and scientific knowledge) is low, and their conmtent is
frequently not connected with current affeirs (CHKALOVSKAYA KOMUNA):

4 Jenuary--But the ideological level of the work of many culiursl and educational
ina_fsitutiona of our oblast is not equal to the new demands (from Rostov);

4 January--Training course for propagandisia sre irregular in soms rayons, and
their ideclogical level is nmot high,.however, very little has been done in
this respect (VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDAJ;
4 January--It cannot be accepied as normal that the RSFSR Ministry of Education
and the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences have not yet published manusls on the
methods of teaching history, the Conmatitution of the USSR and biology (PRAVDA).

UNCLALATIFIED

Approved For Release 2002/06/28 : CIA-RDP78-04864A000300040022-0



